
Centralia Public Library 
Meeting Minutes 

December 11th, 2025 
 

Trustees Present: Secretary Felicia Beckmann, Treasurer Melissa Maxwell, Marilyn Middleton, 
Suzanne Long, Katherine Butrum & Amber Lucas 
Trustees Absent: President Linda Luke, Vice President Larry Dorman, & Kristin Adams-Vargas 
 
Others in Attendance: Director Amy Hopkins  
 
Due to the BOT President and Vice President absences, Board Secretary Felicia Beckmann 
called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm.  Trustee Beckmann nominated Katherine Butrum as the 
Chairperson pro tem, Trustee Lucas seconded, all in favor, nomination passed. 
 
Public Comments: none.  
 
City Information Report: none. 
 
Minutes: October meeting minutes were reviewed. Trustee Beckmann made a motion to 
approve the October minutes seconded by Trustee Middleton, all in favor, minutes were 
approved.  
November meeting minutes were reviewed. Trustee Maxwell made a motion to approve the 
November minutes seconded by Trustee Middleton, all in favor, minutes were approved.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: The November Treasurer's report was reviewed and discussed. Trustee 
Beckmann made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report and Trustee Middleton seconded. 
All in favor, report approved.  
​  
Old Business: none. 

 
New Business: none. 
 
Director’s Report:  
 

●​ Grant Updates:  
○​ MEC grant pt.2 - conference call is scheduled with Equinox, project is moving 

forward as planned.  
○​ 2026 SRP grant has been submitted. $8,000 is the maximum that can be 

requested, there will be notification about this grant in mid-January. 
○​ Pizza Hut Slice of Literary Grant for SRP giveaways this is the first time Sam 

has written a grant proposal! Other librarians will be asked to try grant writing in 
2026. 

●​ Intellectual Freedom Q&A session for BOT members.  Sarah will be contacting board 
members to schedule a session to share talking points & answer IF related questions. 

●​ Upcoming Events:  
○​ Sweet Saturday - Dec. 13th - FOL will be at Hometown Shoppe selling Blind Date 

with a Book, book bundles as a fundraiser for the library. 



○​ Santa Story time will be Tuesday, Dec. 16th @ 10 am. 
○​ January 27th - Murder Mystery event starting at 6:30 pm @ Holy Spirit 

multipurpose room. 
○​ Saturday, Feb. 7th - Self-care Book Fair, 18+ FOL fundraiser @ The Centralia 

Country Club from 2-5 pm.  
●​ MPLD Winter Conference overview: 

○​ State Library overview: Look for tax-related legislation in 2026, A&E funds will be 
consistent, LSTA grant payments will be delayed due to Fed. shutdown. 

○​ Programs: Library Disaster preparedness, Dealing with Disaster as a Director & 
Asset management for Public Libraries. 

○​ Q&A with MPLD lawyer, Adam Sommer - Sunshine law & other library related 
issues were discussed. CPL gets to send 1 question per year to the MPLD 
lawyer for legal advice, included with MPLD annual dues. 

○​ Lobbyist to advocate for MPLD group. There was a lot of discussion on whether 
or not this would be a good use of funds due to skepticism about effectiveness in 
today’s political climate. Tabled to June MPLD meeting. 

○​ MOLib2go update was given, including collection numbers and circulation facts. 
●​ Circulation: The library newsletter continues to perform well.  Most categories were 

down for November with the exception of Adult nonfiction, DVDs & Computer usage. 
This is an unfortunate trend that is common amongst all libraries across the state. 

 
President’s Report: none. 
 
Closed Session:  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Beckmann to go out of open session & into a closed session. 
Motion was seconded by Trustee Lucas.  At 6:55 p.m., the roll call vote was accepted. 

Notice of Closed Meeting and / or Closed Vote 
 

Closed Session pursuant to Section 610.021, Paragraph (3) of the Revised 
Statutes of the State of Missouri for the purpose of staff salary discussion.  

 
A motion was made by Trustee Lucas to go out of closed session & back into open session. 
Motion was seconded by Trustee Maxwell.  At 7:15 p.m., the roll call vote was accepted. 

 
Chairperson Butrum called for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 pm. Trustee Long made 
a motion to adjourn, Trustee Lucas seconded, motion carried. The meeting was adjourned. 
  
The next scheduled meeting will be at the Centralia Public Library on Thursday Jan. 8th at 6:15 
pm.  
 
 
Submitted by: Secretary - Felicia Beckmann 


